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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 3905 5.8 0.7 6 97.4 100
2 3906 3.9 0.8 5 78.4 100
3 3907 9.2 2.8 14 65.5 100
4 3905 4.3 1.4 6 72 100
5 3903 11.2 3.8 19 58.7 99.9
6 3897 6.7 2.2 10 66.7 99.7
7 3189 17.1 8.3 40 42.6 81.6
8 354 16.1 8.5 40 40.4 9.1
9 323 15.2 9.1 40 38 8.3

10 33 8.8 6.7 40 22 0.8
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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SECTION B


Answer parts (a), (b) and (c) of one of the following questions.


Question 9 Mass Media


 (a) Describe the ways in which the media may represent women. [10]

























Sticky Note

0/1Socialisation is not a social skill in this context. The item is very clear on teamwork, friendship, belonging and accepting rules.







Sticky Note

0/10There is no specific sense that a norm is understood. There are other unwritten rules: mores and values.



Sticky Note

3/3A norm is identified, a process is explicit and an example offered.



Sticky Note

1/1



Sticky Note

1/2Two separate reasons are offered: speed and ease. For the second mark, the candidate should have identified why questionnaires are speedy. Better candidates identified that quantitative data was sought and questionnaires were the best and quickest way to obtain numbers.







Sticky Note

1/1Many candidates failed to mention that people share cultures and missed the social aspect of this definition







Sticky Note

0/1 Disappointingly, many candidates named methods and not sampling procedures and missed an easy mark



Sticky Note

0/1 This is not relevant to sampling











Sticky Note

4/5There is technical language, a sense of process, an example and some understanding. The final sentence adds little to the answer







Sticky Note

1/1Observation was credited. Many candidates suggested interview, but not which type and this was not accepted.



Sticky Note

2/2 This describes and contextualises observations and was credited.







Sticky Note

2/2A reason is offered and explained







Sticky Note

1/2Safety could be accepted, but the reference to paedophiles doesn't explain control issues fully.



Sticky Note

1/5Sanction is not defined. The statement of difference lacks clarity and informal sanctions are understood. Many candidates offered examples but not definitions or a statement of difference.
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Sticky Note

5/10This was an alternative response to the question and a minority of candidates responded in this way, which is to look at media production rather than consumption. The reading was accepted.



Sticky Note

This is fair and an implicit reference to Arab Spring or Change UK



Sticky Note

This is an implicit reference to celebrity culture and marketing.



Sticky Note

Theory present but not made relevant












Sticky Note

Many candidates addressed this question with lengthy descriptions of families in the 1950s. Unfortunately, this could not be credited fully because the question refers to 'recent' family change.



Sticky Note

3/10



Sticky Note

Divorce rate can be credited



Sticky Note

The focus is not on families so accurate points cannot be credited.



Sticky Note

This is a good point and deserved development with reference to New Man or joint conjugal roles



Sticky Note

This is a fair point, and could have been developed with reference to statistical evidence on average family size or the age of first motherhood.












Sticky Note

5/10This is a little general and there is some repetition. It is more common sense than sociology and someone who had not studied the topic but knew some sociology could have written much if not all of this answer.



Sticky Note

This was commonly discussed



Sticky Note

This could have been developed perhaps 



Sticky Note

This is a second example of objectification of women rather than a new point.



Sticky Note

Again, the sexualisation of women is discussed but there is little added to the point.



Sticky Note

A second argument is presented







Sticky Note

The focus is not secure here and it has become explanatory rather than descriptive

























Sticky Note

0/1 Examiners were looking for social definitions of gender, not biological.







Sticky Note

0/2There is no sense of socially expected behaviours being learned or taught



Sticky Note

0/2This candidate is responding to 'why' and not 'how'. Examiners were looking for a process







Sticky Note

0/3There is no clear sense that the candidate understands the term 'norm' or how it might be learned from a sport.



Sticky Note

1/2 Ethics implied, but not actually named. Some context could have been used for the additional mark, which is that children cannot consent for themselves but their parents can











Sticky Note

0/2Those who understood sampling found these easy marks to gain, but others were uncertain what was being required of them.











Sticky Note

1/3This is a very basic answer but the mention of learning was seen as an attempt to explain and credited as such



Sticky Note

1/1 and 2/2A correct example was offered and the explanation used technical language to respond directly to the question



Sticky Note

2/5This was descriptive and not explanatory. There is a mark for representation being implicit and the examples but for more marks, technical language and specific examples were required.







Sticky Note

0/1This is not an acceptable named method



Sticky Note

1/2The idea of recording behaviours is accepted because it would be part of observation, so understanding is implicit.



Sticky Note

1/2For the second mark, reference to technical language, in this case validity, or a coherent sense of context was necessary







Sticky Note

1/2This is a fair point, but explanation of why those who wear certain clothing might be bullied is needed.
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7. (c) Using sociological knowledge, discuss reasons why there are changing 
attitudes to divorce in modern Britain. [20] 


 
 Look for answers that may offer specific discussion of reasons why attitudes 


towards divorce are changing, perhaps identifying forms of change and 
offering reasons for family change.  There may be reference to the ideology of 
the nuclear family and how it is in decline.  There should be reference to a 
variety of reasons for change such normative change, legal change, 
secularisation, media representation.  The impact of rising divorce rate on 
attitudes to divorce may be discussed.  Myth-based answers such as 
increasing numbers of teenage mothers should be disregarded. 


 
 List-like and overly descriptive answers should not appear in the top two mark 


bands.  There may be some evidence of analysis or judgements relating to 
the significance of social change so that some factors are seen as more 
important than others. 


 
 Credit 


• Accurate use of sociological language, concepts and theory, if relevant. 
• Feminism. 
• Changing norms and values. 
• The increase of women in the workplace and status in society increased 


choice of family type. 
• Changing role of men. 
• Legal changes. 
• Applied examples that may have been studied in class. 
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7 (c) Level 1 Limited (0 - 4 marks) 
 
Unacceptable answers will offer responses that display no evidence of 
knowledge or understanding of social structures, processes or issues. If 
some minimal relevant factual material is used then a mark is available. The 
quality of written communication will be basic. 
 
Level 2  Basic (5 - 10 marks) 
 
Five marks are available for basic answers that may address the question 
but that will be underdeveloped and vague. The information offered will be 
minimal and sociological language will not be used.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific reference to 
changes of patterns of divorce, addressing issues such as female equality in 
family structure or changes in norms and values.  There may be reference 
to the development of women’s rights and choice in family type.  There may 
be reference to ideologies of family changing.  The quality of written 
communication will be acceptable, although there may be errors of spelling 
and punctuation. 
 
Level 3  Breadth or Depth (11 - 15 marks) 
 
Eleven marks are available for answers that offer a clear reference to 
specific and clearly identified references to family types perhaps with 
reference to changing attitudes to family life through descriptions that may 
be underdeveloped. 
 
The information offered will display accuracy and sociological language will 
be used. At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific 
reference to changes of the patterns of childbirth, addressing issues such as 
normative patterns or female equality. There may be reference to the 
welfare state or the changing financial power of women related to their 
earning potential. The quality of written communication will be clear, with 
few errors of spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
 
Level 4  Breadth and Depth (16 -20 marks) 
 
Sixteen marks are available for detailed answers that offer a specific and 
accurate knowledge and understanding of differences in family types and 
reasons for the increasing variation.  There may be reference to the fact that 
some migrant families are more likely to conform to traditional family forms 
such as nuclear or extended than ethnic white population.  The information 
offered will display accuracy and sociological language will be used.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, understanding may be displayed 
through contrasting and comparative reference to changes of patterns of 
male participation in families addressing issues such as female equality or 
the availability of contraception. There may be an understanding of the 
multi-factorial nature of change, so that no-one change can take place in 
isolation. There may be reference to the growth of child-free families, shorter 
relationships or the changing financial power of women related to their 
earning potential. Answers will demonstrate a good application of 
knowledge with examples and specific factual evidence. The quality of 
written communication will be good, with few errors of spelling, grammar 
and punctuation. 


10 
 


10 
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9. (b) Explain reasons why different social groups use the media in different 
ways.  [10] 


 


 Look for answers that may offer specific understanding of how the media may 
be part of the socialisation process and should refer to both adults and 
children.  Answers should display depth of understanding and offer a clear 
statement of processes.  They should offer examples.  There will be explicit 
contemporary examples apparent. 


 


 Credit 
• Accurate use of sociological language, concepts and theory, if relevant. 
• Audience theory. 
• Uses and gratifications. 
• Targeted markets. 
• Leisure time. 
• Social media and media technology. 
• Different uses of media technologies by different social groups. 
• Fandom. 
• Interest groups. 
• References to theory or research, for example: cultural effects, 


hypodermic syringe. 
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9 (b) Level 1 Limited (0 - 2 marks) 
 
Limited answers will offer responses that display little evidence of 
knowledge or understanding. If some relevant factual material is used 
then up to 2 marks are available. The quality of written communication 
will be basic. There will be little or no evidence drawn from different 
sources. No examples will be apparent. The quality of written 
communication will be basic. 
 
Level 2  Basic (3 - 5 marks) 
 
Up to five marks are available for basic answers that may address the 
question. Responses may be underdeveloped and vague. The 
information offered will be minimal and sociological language will not be 
used accurately.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific reference to 
the terms of the question, though responses may be generalised and 
vague. There will be some evidence drawn from different sources 
including newspapers and television. This may be interpreted. 
 
The quality of written communication will be acceptable, although there 
may be errors of spelling and punctuation. 
 
Level 3  Breadth or Depth (6 - 8 marks) 
 
Six marks are available for answers that offer a clear reference to the 
terms of the question.  Though evaluation and analysis may be present, 
it will be unbalanced. There will be evidence of breadth or depth of 
knowledge and understanding. 
 
The information offered will display accuracy and sociological language 
will be used. At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific 
reference to the terms of the question. There may be examples, but not 
detailed or well chosen.  There may be reference to key studies; these 
will not necessarily be precise or contemporary. 
 
The quality of written communication will be clear, with few errors of 
spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
 
Level 4  Breadth and Depth (9 - 10 marks) 
 
Nine marks are available for detailed answers that offer a specific and 
accurate knowledge and understanding of the media as an important 
agency of socialisation.  The information offered will display accuracy 
and sociological language will be used.  
At the upper end of this mark band, understanding will be displayed 
through reference to the terms of the question.   
 
Answers will demonstrate a good application of knowledge with 
examples and specific factual evidence, perhaps with reference to 
theories and relevant studies.  
 
The quality of written communication will be good, with few errors of 
spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
 


5 
 


5 


AO 1 
 


AO 2 
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SECTION B


Answer parts (a), (b) and (c) of one of the following questions.


Question 8 Education


(a) Describe the ways in which schools have changed in recent years. [10]


(b) Explain what is meant by formal and informal education. [10]


 (c) Using sociological knowledge, discuss how cultural deprivation may affect
children’s progress in school. [20]








Sticky Note

5/10Rather general in tone and not sociological.Three groups are mentioned and their media usage is described with implicit reasons for differences so these have been credited.



Sticky Note

Descriptive of media usage rather than explanatory



Sticky Note

What is their reason for using the media in this way



Sticky Note

Again, there is description and reasoning is implicit at best.

























Sticky Note

8/10Whilst the handwriting here is stylish, it is quite difficult to read and candidates might be advised to use more traditional letter shapes in case what they have written is misread by examiners.



Sticky Note

Good use of technical language



Sticky Note

A range of media are referred to



Sticky Note

Examples might have helped or development.



Sticky Note

There is a lot here that could have been developed as part of the answer. 



Sticky Note

This is a little of beam as there were feminists who did look at media stereotypes: Angela McRobbie is one.



Sticky Note

This is good use of technical language



Sticky Note

Is this still true?



Sticky Note

These are interesting examples but the discussion of males is not entirely focused.





















Sticky Note

Whilst the plan cannot be fully credited; it does show that the candidate has considered the organisation of answer. Theory is not essential for this question and should not be the focus of paragraphs unless specifically asked for.



Sticky Note

7/10



Sticky Note

Already it is clear that the candidate has not read the command word. However, knowledge of family change is mentioned and can be credited.



Sticky Note

The first part of this paragraph shows considerable knowledge of lone parent families but is not totally focused on description.







Sticky Note

This reference to changes in social roles can be credited.



Sticky Note

Knowledge of divorce rate change can be credited.



Sticky Note

This could have been developed with factual reference to rising cohabitation, singlehood, child-freedom, beanpole families and late motherhood. 



Sticky Note

This is not well explained, but there has been a decline in traditional nuclear families. Unfortunately, the emphasis on explaining means that the candidate has not gone on to look at newer family forms.



Sticky Note

This is not particularly relevant to the command.





















Sticky Note

6/10Much irrelevance but some specific knowledge rewarded



Sticky Note

This is specific, factual and up-to-date. A little more information is offered to round the point off so this gains marks



Sticky Note

This is not relevant. We can't be sure what Parsons might have said, he died over 30 years ago.



Sticky Note

This too is not relevant and not very accurate.



Sticky Note

This is description of a recent change and can be credited.



Sticky Note

This too is accurate and a reasonable account of a change though it is not developed fully



Sticky Note

This too shows knowledge of recent social change







Sticky Note

Not relevant



Sticky Note

Not relevant



Sticky Note

Many candidates, and not always the weaker ones, are so anxious to discuss theory that they do not answer the questions that are asked. Theory is a bonus but not essential unless the question specifically asks for it.







Sticky Note

This is a clear definition



Sticky Note

It has been developed accurately



Sticky Note

8/10Functionalism discussions are not particularly focused on the question but understanding is shown



Sticky Note

This is good development that explains formal education and the processes involved in it.



Sticky Note

Very clear definition is explicit here



Sticky Note

This is a good explanatory point.



Sticky Note

The use of Marxism here is relevant and explanatory so it can be credited



Sticky Note

This is a clear reference to informal education in schools and explains how it works







Sticky Note

This is not made relevant to the question







Sticky Note

This plan does not show understanding of what is intended and the candidate may have been better to write down a few ideas instead if time was short.



Sticky Note

1/20The term is not understood and only the reference to ethnic culture can be credited.



Sticky Note

Implicit understanding here



Sticky Note

Assume the unfinished word is insignificant. Thus the point is not generally true of all Bangladeshi parents - this needs supporting evidence if it can be accepted.



Sticky Note

Circling instead of simply dotting 'i's is not uncommon in unfinished scripts. It's a time consuming strategy and does not always improve legibility either
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SECTION B


Answer parts (a), (b) and (c) of one of the following questions.


Question 9 Mass Media


 (c) Using sociological knowledge, discuss whether the media cause deviant
 behaviour. [20]
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Unit 1 
 


Compulsory Core 
 
Question Answer Marks 


1 One mark for each correct answer: 
Deviant, questionnaire, peer group, Stereotype, morals, sample 


6 
 


2 (a) Award one mark for any suggestion that is drawn directly from the passage, 
such as multiple wives or paying for a wife. 


1 


2 (b) Award one mark for any answer suggesting that this term refers to expected 
behaviours for the biological sexes.  This must be a social and not a biological 
response. 


1 


2 (c) Award one mark for any suggestion that is drawn directly from the passage, for 
example, farming or brewing. 


1 


2 (d) Unacceptable answers will not explain a traditional gender role. 
 
One mark is awarded to very basic answers that touches on either gender, 
tradition or roles. 
 
Women do housework. 
 
Two marks each will be awarded to more detailed explanatory answers that 
apply some understanding to the question. 
 
Women do housework and look after the home. 


2 
 


3 (a) Award one mark for any suggestion that is drawn directly from the passage, 
such as teamwork or friendship.  Others are possible. 
 


1 
 


3 (b) Unacceptable answers will not explain socialisation or will refer to it in terms of 
social activity. 
 
One mark is awarded to basic answers that suggest it is how people learn to 
behave as part of society for example. 
 
Socialisation is when children learn how to act. 
 
Two marks each will be awarded to full and detailed answers that detail social 
phenomena in some way.  Technical understanding of socialisation is required.  
There should be some sense of process and of learning. 
 
Socialisation is how people learn the expected rule for society. 


2 


3 (c) Unacceptable answers will not explain how parents channel children. 
 
One mark is awarded to basic answers that explain canalisation in some way 
without specific detail. 
 
Parents push their children into certain activities or sports. 
 
Two marks each will be awarded to full and detailed answers that apply 
understanding to the question.  There may be reference to processes such as 
canalisation.  Accept any reasonable example. 
 
Parents push their children into certain activities or sports, for example parents 
take girls to ballet and boys to football. 


2 
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Question Answer Marks 


3 (d) Unacceptable answers will not identify a norm. 
 
One mark is awarded to very basic answers that identify the meaning of norm. 
 
A norm is a normal expected behaviour. 


1 


3 (e) Unacceptable answers will be factually incorrect or offer no insight into norms. 
 
One mark each is awarded to a basic example of a norm. 
 
It is normal to change into sports clothes (identification). 
 
For two marks there will be some development or explanation. 
 
It is normal to change into sports clothes such as football kit (identification and 
example). 
 
For three marks, there will be sociological understanding and explanation of the 
term and some sense of context or language (sanctions). 
 
It is normal to change into sports clothes such as football kit because people are 
expected to wear special clothes for sports. 


3 


3 (f)  
 
 
 


The most appropriate method is a questionnaire as quantitative data is sought.  
This is one mark.  Accept reasonable alternatives such as a diary or pedometer. 
 
For one mark accept a common sense reason, such as it is easy or quick. 
 
For two marks, there should be sociological content, such as mention of terms 
such as reliable, practical, quantifiable. 


1 + 2 


3 (g) Unacceptable answers will offer responses that do not address the issue or 
simply offer answers that are common sense.  A problem should be clearly 
identified and contextualised. 
 
One mark is awarded to basic answers that may offer a specific problem such as 
ethics, or which offer an account of that method without sociological content. 
 
One problem is that children may lie about what they do. 
 
Two marks will be awarded to full answers which offer both a problem and/or 
specific understanding of the research process.  There will be sociological 
content and terminology. 
 
One problem is that children lie and the research lacks validity. 


2 


4 (a) 25% (note, the % mark is necessary here) 1 


4 (b) The way of life of a group of people or variations of this. 1 


4(c) Look for something from the passage: tradition, language, music, history. 2 


4 (d) Unacceptable answers will show no understanding of the term sampling. 
 
For one mark accept any method of sampling that is named or for a process of 
sampling. 
 
For second mark, credit anything that show some understanding of the method. 


 
 


1 + 1 


 
  







© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


3 


 
Question Answer Marks 


5 (a) One mark for an explanation relating to parental complaints. 1 


5 (b) There is one mark available for three suggestions of toys: construction toys, 
sport or fighting examples are appropriate. 


1 


5 (c) Nature theory or biological theory. 1 


5 (d) Unacceptable answers will offer responses that do not address the issue or 
simply offer answers that are common sense. 
 
One mark awarded to a very basic answer that may be underdeveloped but 
shows some understanding that nurture theory suggests we learn how to 
behave. 
 
For three marks, there will be a detailed and full answer with an example which 
may be drawn passage, perhaps referring to gender roles or from wider 
sociological knowledge.  Sociological language will be used. 
 
Nurture theory is the idea that we learn how to behave from agencies of 
socialisation such as the family. 


3 


5 (e) (i) 
 
 
 
 


   (ii) 


Unacceptable answers will offer responses that do not address the issue or 
simply offer answers that are common sense. 
 
One mark is awarded to an example. 
 
One mark is awarded to an understanding that feral children have not been 
socialised: the children did not know how to act as they have not been taught. 
 
For two marks, there will be a detailed and full answer with which may be drawn 
from passage, perhaps referring to gender roles or from wider sociological 
knowledge.  Sociological language will be used. 
 
Feral children such as Oxana Malaya is evidence of nurture theory because she 
was not socialised by human and acted like a dog. 


1 + 2 
 
 
 
 
 


5 (f) One mark is available for a simplistic comment linking social learning to media. 
 
A second mark is available for an example that is not developed. 
 
Three marks are available for an answer which shows understanding of the 
terms and offers a simplistic account of process but is common sense in 
approach. 
 
Four marks are available for answers which define the terms and explain the 
debate with some sociological language and explicit understanding. 
 
Five marks are available for a full and developed answer that offers mention of 
both genders, and perhaps uses technical language such as representation, 
stereotypes, male and female roles. 


5 
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Question Answer Marks 


5 (g) 
 
 
 


The most appropriate method is an observation as qualitative data is sought.  
This is one mark. 
 
For one further mark accept a common sense reason, such as you can see what 
people do. 
 
For two marks there should be sociological content, such as mention of terms 
such as valid, depth, understanding. 
 


1 + 2 
 


5 (h) Unacceptable answers will offer responses that do not address the issue or 
simply offer answers that are common sense. 
 
One mark is awarded to basic answers that show some vague awareness of a 
problem such as ethics. 
 
Two marks will be awarded to full answers which offer a reasoned, 
contextualised or sociological account of a problem, identifying a particular issue 
such as ethics validity or reliability. 
 


2 


6 (a) Any suggestion from the passage such as cyber-bullying. 
 


1 


6 (b) For one mark there will be a common sense reason such as they all look the 
same. 
 
For two marks, there will be some sort of social context, they all look the same 
and are more equal so they feel part of the group. 
 


2 


6 (c) This is an open question and candidates may offer a variety of plausible 
suggestions.  Any answers that show insight will be credited regardless of the 
situation offered. 
 
For one mark there will be a common sense reason such as to make sure they 
behave. 
 
For two marks, there will be some sort of social context, so that there is 
discipline and people all follow the rules. 
 


2 


6 (d) Unacceptable answers will offer responses that do not address the issue or 
simply offer answers that are common sense. 
 
One mark is awarded for understanding of each term, one mark for each 
appropriate example and one mark for a stated difference. 
 


5 


 
  





		MARKING SCHEME

		Q1

		Q2

		Q3

		Q4

		Q5

		Q6












1 








Sticky Note

Marks10/10



Sticky Note

For this question, the focus is on description, so reasons for change are not relevant. Answers that referred to role, structure or social change were accepted.



Sticky Note

There is reference to attitude change and also a structural change is mentioned in this sentence so it could be accepted as description.



Sticky Note

It is not essential for theorists to be mentioned but in this sentence it offers added detail that can be credited as the point is a description of family structural change with regard to the nuclear family.



Sticky Note

This sentence is not descriptive and therefore adds nothing to the answer. Many weaker answers focused on this kind of analysis and did not therefore follow the command to 'describe'.



Sticky Note

The reference to equal rights for women can be accepted but the information that it is caused by feminism is not quite focusing on description.







Sticky Note

There are enough factual details for this answer to be credited with the maximum marks available. There is reference to structural changes in families, changes in social roles and changes to our society. 
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SECTION B


Answer parts (a), (b) and (c) of one of the following questions.


Question 9 Mass Media


 (b) Explain reasons why different social groups use the media in different ways. [10]
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Sticky Note

6/20This is general but some key language is used and there are specific examples and sociological knowledge. The discussion is weak.



Sticky Note

This requires specific examples to clarity the point.



Sticky Note

It was not the media exaggeration that caused further crime but the public response to it. The point is relevant but not developed.



Sticky Note

This is a relevant example which the better candidates used well. Some however, referred to this case very uncritically and often inaccurately as this response does. There is no evidence that watching a DVD was the sole cause of  the crime; it was a popular film so lots of people must have seen it but not gone on to murder children. This is a fairly typical response, particularly from weaker candidates.



Sticky Note

Relevant theory but not applied

























Sticky Note

2/10Disappointing because it is out of date and inaccurate. Marks are awarded for the use of examples.



Sticky Note

Correct



Sticky Note

incorrect and confused



Sticky Note

This can be credited.



Sticky Note

This is confused. There is no need to go back as far as 1944. Even comprehensivisation is not recent and it has been over-taken by free schools and academies.



Sticky Note

Oh dear! Parsons not well understood and again, he died in 1979 and was an American so he had little to add about recent educational change in the UK. 



Sticky Note

Theory is not really required in describe questions, though if it is used well, it is welcomed. Here it adds nothing of value and can't be credited.











Sticky Note

This is clearly explained, though the role of exams and qualifications would support the explanation.



Sticky Note

6/10This uses theory and the points can be taken as implicitly relevant when the answer is taken as a whole. It doesn't really differentiate between the types of education with enough clarity but the terms are understood.



Sticky Note

Excellent use of sociological terminology here



Sticky Note

This is not quite so clearly explained. The point about hidden curriculum is that people are unaware of it, and it passes on moral values. Nevertheless, there is sociological content and language that can be credited



Sticky Note

This does not quite address the question and is not entirely clear, so it gets benefit of the doubt marks because it is talking about the role of education.



Sticky Note

This is not fully developed but has been credited for understanding of theory and the role of education in society. Again, it is implicitly relevant rather than explicit to the question







Sticky Note

4/20The question is not fully addressed.



Sticky Note

This starts with a definition, which is a good thing, however, the definition is not correct because it is describing material deprivation. Some credit is given for the reference to museums.



Sticky Note

The relevance is implicit at best. However, the reference to anti-school subculture shows some understanding of cultural deprivation so benefit of the doubt has been given.



Sticky Note

This is more personal than sociological



Sticky Note

Good use of technical language



Sticky Note

The link with social class is good, this link is implicit throughout.



Sticky Note

The reference to learning things from trips could be seen as implicit understanding of the issues here and so some credit has been given







Sticky Note

Some implicit relevance that can be credited here
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Option answers: Question 7 Family 
 
(a) Describe ways in which families have changed in recent years. [10] 
 
 The mark scheme is awarding marks for knowledge and understanding and the 


ability to apply this knowledge and understanding within sociological context.  There 
should be sociological language applied to specific examples.  The focus of the 
answer should be on description of changes to families. 


 
 Look for answers that may offer specific knowledge of the variety of family change.  


This could include mention of new family forms.  To gain marks that are above level 1 
and level 2, there should be additional information provided that is not drawn from 
information given on the paper and possibly rephrased.  Answers should be 
sociological rather than personal in time. 


 
 Credit 


• Accurate use of sociological language, concepts and theory, if relevant. 
• Reference to clear understanding of differences in family structure and/or roles. 
• Reference to changes in families drawn from British culture, but focussed on the 


terms of the question. 
• Evidence of examples drawn from different cultures. 
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7 (a) Level 1  Limited (0 - 2 marks) 
Limited answers will offer responses that display little evidence of 
knowledge or understanding of traditional nuclear family.  If some relevant 
factual material is used then up to 2 marks are available. The quality of 
written communication will be basic. 
 
Level 2  Basic (3 - 5 marks) 
Three marks are available for basic answers that may address the 
question but may be underdeveloped and vague. The information offered 
will be basic and sociological language will not be used accurately.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific mention of roles 
and functions of family members. The quality of written communication will 
be acceptable, although there may be errors of spelling and punctuation. 
 
Level 3  Breadth or Depth (6 - 8 marks) 
Six marks are available for answers that offer a clear reference to the 
terms of the question, though description may be underdeveloped. There 
will be evidence of breadth or depth of knowledge and understanding. 
 
The information offered will display accuracy and sociological language 
will be used. At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific 
mention of family change and changes in the role and behaviour of 
children.  The quality of written communication will be clear, with few 
errors of spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
 
Level 4  Breadth and Depth (9 - 10 marks) 
Nine marks are available for detailed answers that offer a specific and 
accurate knowledge and understanding of childhood and perhaps offer 
understanding that childhood is undergoing change or is perceived as 
threatened. The information offered will display accuracy and sociological 
language will be used.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, understanding may be displayed 
through contrasting and comparative descriptions of changes in childhood 
or reference to examples although this is not specified in the question and 
should not be used as a differentiator. At this level, there will be a 
balanced response, perhaps with reference to theory or research. 
Answers will demonstrate a good application of knowledge. The quality of 
written communication will be good, with few errors of spelling, grammar 
and punctuation. 


5 
5 


AO 1 
AO 2 
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Sticky Note

7/10It has a variety of ideas and some technical language used well. 



Sticky Note

Time is tight on this paper, so unless writing the question out helps the candidate focus, it's enough to write (7b) in the box



Sticky Note

This kind of introduction is not uncommon but it doesn't add much to the answer and again, cuts into thinking time.



Sticky Note

Good use of technical language can be credited here because it is clear that the candidate understands what the terms mean.



Sticky Note

There is not a specific reason for this change offered. It is credited for implicit understanding but with a little rephrasing and the word 'because' used, the examiners would know that a reason was being offered.



Sticky Note

Again, good use of terminology



Sticky Note

This lacks detail, for example, reference to the growth in women-headed families and single parenthood would have been a useful reason for changes in power relationships.



Sticky Note

This is very nicely phrased and shows how theory can be used to good effect in an answer.



Sticky Note
















Sticky Note

4/20This is a little short for a final essay but it is well laid out in clear paragraphs. Technical language is used but points are more implicit than explicit.



Sticky Note

Precise detail would help. There have been a number of such Acts



Sticky Note

Implicit relationship to the question, but reference to a sociological theory accepted



Sticky Note

This is explicit and relevant. A little more development would help as it lacks depth.



Sticky Note

This is underdeveloped but there is explicit reference to what the changing attitudes are and this is credited.












Sticky Note

9/20Whilst this attempts discussion, it is more personal than sociological in places.



Sticky Note

It is a good idea to start a sociological essay with a definition of the terms used and a little factual detail such as information on changing divorce rates. This launches straight into the discussion



Sticky Note

This is a fair point. Reference to technical language such as secularisation might have helped.



Sticky Note

This sentence is not entirely clear.



Sticky Note

This is a fair point and worth raising. It refers to reason for increasing divorce rather than a changing attitude. Many candidates made the same point about the media influencing attitudes by talking about celebrity divorce and remarriage.







Sticky Note

This is a good use of theory and is another fair point but it needs to be linked more clearly to the way that women are expecting more from marriage and do not reject divorce.



Sticky Note

This is not clearly explained and there is no supporting evidence from theory or from studies or society, so it is an assertion



Sticky Note

Many candidates referred to decline in marriage rather than changing attitudes to divorce. Unfortunately, even good discussions on the point could not be credited because they were not relevant.



Sticky Note

This could have gone with the previous point about children of arguing parents rather than here where it seems like an afterthought 



Sticky Note

The focus on the question has been lost



Sticky Note

This is a fair point, but it does not refer to the question so it cannot be credited.












Sticky Note

13/20This question was not particularly well handled by many candidates who tended to be a bit general in responses



Sticky Note

There was good use of a current media example here. The development is weak because there is no sense of the process.



Sticky Note

References to theory, if relevant, are always credited.



Sticky Note

The process of deviancy amplification is not explicit and without an example, it lacks sociological depth



Sticky Note

Again, there is technical language, but the point is not developed 



Sticky Note

A technical term is used, but the effect of sensationalisation of violence is not explained with an example or even criticised as a cause of violence







Sticky Note

This idea would have been better linked to the discussion of hyperdermic syringe models



Sticky Note

References to Bandura would have been very relevant here



Sticky Note

A name and a technical term are used without specific development to show understanding of the process



Sticky Note

This final paragraph is very disappointing because although it appears that some discussion is being attempted, it lacks clarity or coherence.
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SECTION B


Answer parts (a), (b) and (c) of one of the following questions.


Question 7 Family


(a) Describe ways in which families have changed in recent years. [10]
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9. (c) Using sociological knowledge, discuss whether the media cause 
deviant behaviour. 


   [20] 
 


  Look for answers that may offer specific discussion of the way that the media 
may be linked to social control and to the creation of moral panics.  There 
may be reference to any other relevant theories.  Appropriate examples of 
news values and examples from the recent media may be used to illustrate 
understanding and should be present.  Credit answers which focus on news 
values well, or which take a wider but relevant approach.  List-like and overly 
descriptive answers should not appear in the top two mark bands as the 
question specifies news creation and there should be some understanding 
that certain social groups are over and others are underrepresented 


 


  Credit 
• Accurate use of sociological language, concepts and theory, if relevant. 
• Targeting of media to specific audiences. 
• News values - a number may be specified and discussed. 
• Agenda setting. 
• Norm referencing. 
• Gatekeeping. 
• Silly season/sensationalism. 
• Amplification. 
• Bandura and media violence. 
• Folk devils. 
• Scapegoating. 
• Moral panics. 
• Glamorisation of media violence. 
• Over-statement of the influence of the media. 
• Copycat behaviour. 
• Socialisation of children. 
• Violent computer games. 
• Applied examples that may have been studied in class. 
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9 (c) Level 1 Limited (0 - 4 marks) 
 
Unacceptable answers will offer responses that display no evidence of 
knowledge or understanding of social structures, processes or issues. 
If some minimal relevant factual material is used then a mark is 
available. The quality of written communication will be basic. 
 
Level 2  Basic (5 - 10 marks) 
 
Five marks are available for basic answers that may address the 
question but that will be underdeveloped and vague. The information 
offered will be minimal and sociological language will not be used.  
At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific reference to 
one or more examples of audience theory.  Examples may be present 
but these will be basic and perhaps inappropriately applied. The quality 
of written communication will be acceptable, although there may be 
errors of spelling and punctuation. 
 
Level 3  Breadth or Depth (11 - 15 marks) 
 
Eleven marks are available for answers that offer a clear reference to 
specific and clearly identified audience theory or understanding of 
media influence and the social construction of the news, though there 
may be uneven or underdeveloped responses. Descriptive but detailed 
accounts of one or more theories or of examples to account for media 
impact on audiences will be in this mark band. 
 
The information offered will display accuracy and sociological language 
will be used. At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific 
reference to case studies or to media reporting of the news. The quality 
of written communication will be clear, with few errors of spelling, 
grammar and punctuation. 
 
Level 4  Breadth and Depth (16 - 20 marks) 
 
Sixteen marks are available for detailed answers that offer a specific 
and accurate knowledge and understanding of media theory and 
audience reaction, linking these ideas to explicit and relevant 
examples. The information offered will display accuracy and 
sociological language will be used.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, understanding may be displayed 
through contrasting and comparative reference to theories or 
examples, perhaps with evaluative and analytical observations that 
explicitly point out that some theories are more realistic  than others. 
Candidates may even question the significance of media values and 
ideology, albeit in an implicit fashion. Answers will demonstrate a good 
application of knowledge with examples and specific factual evidence. 
The quality of written communication will be good, with few errors of 
spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
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AO 1 
 


AO 2 
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Sticky Note

15/20There is evidence of discussion but it is not fully developed and there is a limited range of points made.



Sticky Note

Many candidates suggested this, but it is not factually correct. Divorce was available and actually made easier in 1949 than it had been before. It was still not that easy to access however.



Sticky Note

The reference to theories here is useful, though not essential and it is done well.



Sticky Note

Good use of technical language (despite obvious mis-spelling) It is clear that the term is understood from the context of the paragraph.



Sticky Note

Many candidates listed their reasons but not always very accurately in terms of what they actually wrote. 



Sticky Note

This is good, but reference to attitudes would have improved it.



Sticky Note

This is a little circular in terms of argument but the attempt to analyse and explain has been credited.



Sticky Note

This is a clear attempt to discuss attitude change



Sticky Note

Factual information has been credited.







Sticky Note

The point of the discussion is lost here because the candidate is looking at different views of divorce rather than changing attitudes. This could have been developed with specific points that Conservatives are now in power and have the ability to make laws 



Sticky Note

The focus on the discussion required by the question has been lost



Sticky Note

This is very good use of theory.



Sticky Note

A sentence linking the theory more closely to the question, maybe saying that because women are more assertive, they are willing to divorce and then referring to the way that most divorces are initiated by women would be very useful here.



Sticky Note

Good reference to factual evidence. For information, the Act was 1969, it came into effect in 1971. Nevertheless it is credited.



Sticky Note

This is a nice summative conclusion to the essay. It shows an understanding of what an essay should look like.
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Option answers: Question 8 Education 
 
(a) Describe the ways in which schools have changed in recent years. [10] 
 
 The mark scheme is awarding marks for knowledge and understanding and the 


ability to apply this knowledge and understanding within sociological context.  There 
should be sociological language applied to specific examples.  Look for answers that 
may offer specific description of changes to schools.  The question is very open, so 
any relevant change should be credited.  Preferably candidates will focus on recent 
change rather than historical.  This knowledge should be contemporary and relevant.  
There should be some sense of context apparent. 


 
 Credit 


• Accurate use of sociological language, concepts and theory, if relevant. 
• Changes to teaching practice. 
• Changes to educational technology. 
• Social and legal change such as the corporal punishment debate. 
• Reference to structural change such as the growth of academies, free schools, 


faith schools. 
• Testing and examination change. 
• Reference to studies, if appropriate and relevant. 
• Applied examples that may have been studied in class. 
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8 (a) Level 1 Limited (0 - 2 marks) 
Limited answers will offer responses that display little evidence of 
knowledge or understanding of the notions of material deprivation.  If 
some relevant factual material is used then up to 2 marks are 
available. The quality of written communication will be basic. 
 
Level 2  Basic (3 - 5 marks) 
Three marks are available for basic answers that may address the 
question but that may be underdeveloped and vague. The information 
offered will be basic and sociological language will not be used 
accurately.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific description 
of a one element of the question such as deprivation within school.  
The quality of written communication will be acceptable, although 
there may be errors of spelling and punctuation. 
 
Level 3  Breadth or Depth (6 - 8 marks) 
Six marks are available for answers that offer a clear reference to the 
variable impact of deprivisation though this may be dated or lack 
detail, description or one may be underdeveloped There will be 
evidence of breadth or depth of knowledge and understanding. 
 
The information offered will display accuracy and sociological 
language will be used. At the upper end of this mark band, there may 
be specific description of one form of deprivation such as equipment 
or school trips.  There may be unevenness. The quality of written 
communication will be clear, with few errors of spelling, grammar and 
punctuation. 
 
Level 4  Breadth and Depth (9 - 10 marks) 
Nine marks are available for detailed answers that offer a specific and 
accurate knowledge and understanding of different effects of 
deprivation.  The information offered will display accuracy and 
sociological language will be used.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, understanding may be displayed. 
At this level, there will be a balanced response, perhaps with 
reference to theory or research. Answers will demonstrate a good 
application of knowledge. The quality of written communication will be 
good, with few errors of spelling, grammar and punctuation. 


5 
 
5 


AO 1 
 


AO 2 
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8. (b) Explain what is meant by formal and informal education. [10] 
 


 Look for answers that may offer a listing of reasons.  It may be that a number 
of suggestions are considered and answers display breadth or that two 
reasons are considered but answers display depth of understanding.  
Answers that respond in only a personal or emotional fashion may be credited 
if this can be justified sociologically but should not appear in the top two mark 
bands.  The focus should be on sociological explanations alone. 


 
 Credit 


• Accurate use of sociological language, concepts and theory, if relevant. 
• Formal education. 
• Informal education. 
• Social control. 
• Primary socialisation. 
• Secondary socialisation. 
• Sanctions. 
• Power. 
• School rules. 
• Social roles. 
• Reference to theory or research. 
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8 (b) Level 1 Limited (0 - 2 marks) 
 
Limited answers will offer responses that display little evidence of 
knowledge or understanding of reasons for female attainment.  If some 
relevant factual material is used then up to 2 marks are available. The 
quality of written communication will be basic. There will be little or no 
evidence drawn from different sources. No examples will be apparent. 
The quality of written communication will be basic. 
 
Level 2  Basic (3 - 5 marks) 
 
Up to five marks are available for basic answers that may address the 
question. Responses may be underdeveloped and vague. The 
information offered will be minimal and sociological language will not be 
used accurately.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific reference to 
qualifications and the role of gender in education, though responses may 
be generalised and vague. There may be uncritical application of gender 
stereotypes. 
 
The quality of written communication will be acceptable, although there 
may be errors of spelling and punctuation. 
 
Level 3  Breadth or Depth (6 - 8 marks) 
 
Six marks are available for answers that offer a clear reference to 
explanations such as feminisation of education and female educational 
aspiration and salary.  Though evaluation and analysis may be present, it 
will be unbalanced.   There will be evidence of breadth or depth of 
knowledge and understanding. 
 
The information offered will display accuracy and sociological language 
will be used. At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific 
reference to theory to explain gender differences in attainment.  There 
may be examples, but not equally detailed or well chosen. There may be 
juxtaposition, but there will not be a clear statement of the differences as 
required by the question. 
 
The quality of written communication will be clear, with few errors of 
spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
 
Level 4  Breadth and Depth (9 - 10 marks) 
 
Nine marks are available for detailed answers that offer a specific and 
accurate knowledge and understanding gender attainment with applied 
examples. The information offered will display accuracy and sociological 
language will be used.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, understanding will be displayed 
through specific examples and understanding.  There will be 
juxtaposition, and a clear statement of the differences as required by the 
question. 
 
Answers will demonstrate a good application of knowledge with examples 
and specific factual evidence.  
 
The quality of written communication will be good, with few errors of 
spelling, grammar and punctuation. 


5 
 
5 


AO 1 
 


AO 2 
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8. (c) Using sociological knowledge, discuss how cultural deprivation may 
affect children's progress in school. [20] 


 
 


 Look for answers that may offer specific description of processes within schools such 
as labelling, hidden curriculum, self-fulfilling prophecy or teaching itself.  Specific 
description of poverty issues will display significant understanding and should be 
related to school performance.  If it is accurate it should be rewarded highly.  Purely 
descriptive answers should not appear in the top mark band.  Understanding of 
reasons for differences in attainment linked to material deprivation are the focus of 
the question.  Some of these ideas may be implicit rather than explicit, but 
appropriate examples to illustrate understanding should be present.  List-like and 
overly descriptive answers should not appear in the top two mark bands as the 
question specifies discussion of attainment.  Answers that analyse reasons for 
educational attainment differences but which are not so precisely focused on schools 
should be rewarded appropriately. 


 
 Credit 


• Accurate use of sociological language, concepts and theory, if relevant 
• Which groups underattain/attain 
• Labelling theory 
• Cultural deprivation 
• Norms and values 
• Racism and ethical differences 
• Cultural capital 
• Issues of class, gender and ethnicity 
• Discrimination 
• Social values placed on educational attainment 
• Differences between schools 
• Cultural poverty 
• Home conditions 
• Parental support 
• Reference to studies and or theory if present. 
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8 (c) Level 1 Limited (0 – 4 marks) 


 
Unacceptable answers will offer responses that display no evidence of 
knowledge or understanding of social structures, processes or issues. 
If some minimal relevant factual material is used then a mark is 
available. The quality of written communication will be basic. 
 
Level 2  Basic (5 - 10 marks) 
 
Five marks are available for basic answers that may address the 
question but that will be underdeveloped and vague. The information 
offered will be minimal and sociological language will not be used. 
 
At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific reference to 
one or more school based processes.  Examples may be present but 
these will be basic and perhaps inappropriately applied. The quality of 
written communication will be acceptable, although there may be 
errors of spelling and punctuation. 
 
Level 3  Breadth or Depth (11 - 15 marks) 
 
Eleven marks are available for answers that offer a clear reference to 
specific and clearly identified social processes creating difference in 
attainment.  Descriptive but detailed accounts of one or more reasons 
will be in this mark band. 
 
The information offered will display accuracy and sociological 
language will be used. At the upper end of this mark band, there may 
be specific reference to labelling, S + P, hidden curriculum and 
behaviour issues.  The quality of written communication will be clear, 
with few errors of spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
 
Level 4  Breadth and Depth (16 - 20 marks) 
 
Sixteen marks are available for detailed answers that offer a specific 
and accurate knowledge and understanding of social processes 
relating these reasons to explicit and relevant examples. The 
information offered will display accuracy and sociological language will 
be used. 
 
At the upper end of this mark band, understanding may be displayed 
through contrasting and comparative reference to different educational 
theories, perhaps with evaluative and analytical observations that 
explicitly point out that some reasons are more significant than others.  
Answers will demonstrate a good application of knowledge with 
examples and specific factual evidence.  
 
The quality of written communication will be good, with few errors of 
spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
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SECTION A


Answer all the questions in the spaces provided on the paper.


1. Use the terms in the box below to answer the questions.


 (a) What term is used to describe a person who breaks social norms and values? [1]


  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  


 (b) What term is used to describe a list of questions, usually on a piece of paper? [1]


  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  


 (c) What term is used to describe people of a similar age or background? [1]


  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  


 (d) What term is used to describe a category into which we put people according to simple 
characteristics? [1]


  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  


 (e) What term is used to describe a sense of what is right or wrong? [1]


  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  


 (f) What term is used to describe a group of people that is studied in a piece of research?
 [1]


  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  


 deviant stereotype morals peer group questionnaire sample
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2. Look at the item below and answer the questions that follow.


 (a) Using the item, identify one Zulu family tradition that is different from British culture. [1]


 


 


 (b) Define the term gender. [1]


 


 


 (c) Using the item, identify one female gender role in Zulu culture. [1]


 


 


 (d) Outline and briefly explain one traditional female gender role in British society. [2]


 


 


 


 


 


Family traditions are very different in Zulu culture from British culture. In Zulu culture, 
a man may have a number of wives. It is a sign of high status to have many wives. 
The first wife may help her husband to choose further wives as they can help her to 
do female work such as farming in the fields and brewing beer. Men will pay for a wife 
by giving cattle to her father.
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3. Look at the item below and answer the questions that follow.


 (a) Using the item, identify one social skill children learn from sport. [1]


 


 (b) Define the term socialisation. [2]


 


 


 


 


 


 (c) With an example, explain how parents may influence their children’s choice of sporting 
activity. [2]


 


 


 


 


 


Parents encourage children to participate in sport because they believe it will make 
them become healthy and happy adults. It is a valuable part of the socialisation 
process. Sport teaches social skills such as teamwork and friendship. In addition, 
children learn a sense of belonging to a social group and accepting the rules of the 
game.
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 (d) Define the meaning of the term norm. [1]


 


 


 (e) Using an example, explain how children may learn norms from playing sport. [3]


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 (f) A researcher is investigating the number of hours children spent participating in sport and 
active play. Suggest a suitable method that could be used and give one reason why you 
chose it. [1 + 2]


 (i) Method 


 


 (ii) Reason for your choice of method 


 


 


 


 


 


 (g) Outline one problem that a researcher might experience when conducting research into 
children’s play and sporting activity. [2]
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4. Look at the following information from the BBC Wales website and answer the following 
questions.


 Adapted from the BBC Wales website


 (a) Using the item, approximately what percentage of children are taught in Welsh? [1]


 


 (b) What is the sociological meaning of the term culture? [1]


 


 


 (c) Using the item, identify two elements of culture. [2]


 


 


 


 


 


Many parents in Wales choose to have their children taught in Welsh language 
schools. About 25% of children in Wales go to schools where teachers use Welsh. 
Parents believe that it gives their children the advantage of learning about Welsh 
culture and identity. Children will understand the traditions of Welsh people and 
learn about their literature, history and music.
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 (d) A researcher wishes to gain a sample of parents who have their children educated in 


Welsh speaking schools. Name a sampling method that could be used and give one brief 
reason for your choice of method. [1 + 1]


 (i) Sampling method


 


 (ii) Reason for the choice of sampling method
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5. Look at the item below and answer the questions that follow.


 (a) Using the item, suggest why some British toy shops are promising not to sell toys along 
gender lines. [1]


 


 


 


 (b) Name three traditional toys given to boys. [1]


 


 


 


 (c) Which theory suggests that boys and girls are born to behave differently? [1]


 


Some British toy shops are promising to stop selling toys along gender lines. 
Parents and children have demanded that all toys should appeal to both girls and 
boys. While many scientists believe that boys and girls play differently, parents 
have said that these differences are made even more important by the way that 
toys, games, clothes and books are targeted at traditional gender roles for girls and 
boys.
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 (d) Explain the meaning of the term nurture theory. [3]


 


 


 


 


 (e) (i) Give an example of a feral or unsocialised child. [1]


 


 (ii) Explain how feral or unsocialised children provide evidence to support nurture 
theory. [2]


 


 


 


 


 (f) With examples, fully explain how children may learn gender roles from the media. [5]
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 (g) Researchers are investigating parents’ behaviour when playing with their children.  
Suggest a suitable method that could be used and give one reason for your choice of 
method. [1 + 2]


 (i) Method


 


 (ii) Reason for your choice of method


 


 


 


 


 (h) Outline one problem that researchers might experience when studying how parents play 
with their children. [2]
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6. Look at the item below and answer the questions that follow.


 (a) Using the item, suggest one reason why schools may ban mobile phones in class. [1]


 


 (b) Explain one social reason why many schools insist on pupils wearing a school uniform.
 [2]


 


 


 


 


Some schools have banned the use of mobile phones in class. Reasons given 
include the fact that there has been cyber-bullying and that pupils are on their 
phones when they should be working. It is said that phones are bad for discipline. 
Teachers may take the phones off the children and use other sanctions if they see 
them in lessons. Other teachers have shown pupils how to use phones to help their 
personal learning.







(4511-01) Turn over.


13
Examiner


only
 (c) Suggest and explain one reason why schools need to control children. [2]


 


 


 


 


 (d) Fully explain the difference between formal and informal sanctions. [5]
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Option answers: Question 9 Mass Media 
 
(a) Describe the ways in which the media may represent women. [10] 
 
 The mark scheme is awarding marks for knowledge and understanding and the 


ability to apply this knowledge and understanding within sociological context.  There 
should be sociological language applied to specific examples.  Look for answers that 
may offer specific mention of different social groups and which offer a variety of 
suggestions with specific social understanding.  This knowledge should be 
contemporary and relevant.  There should be some sense of context apparent. 


 
 Credit 


• Accurate use of sociological language, concepts and theory, if relevant. 
• Identification of a range of stereotypes. 
• Domestic roles. 
• Changing representations. 
• Bodies and representation. 
• Targeting of representation to various market sectors such as lad mags and also 


soaps. 
• Reference to studies of the media, if appropriate and relevant. 
• Applied examples that may have been studied in class. 
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9 (a) Level 1 Limited (0 - 2 marks) 


 
Limited answers will offer responses that display little evidence of 
knowledge or understanding of internet use.  If some relevant factual 
material is used then up to 2 marks are available. The quality of written 
communication will be basic. 
 
Level 2  Basic (3 - 5 marks) 
 
Three marks are available for basic answers that may address the 
question but that may be underdeveloped and vague. The information 
offered will be basic and sociological language will not be used 
accurately.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, there may be mention of internet 
uses but these may be limited.  The quality of written communication will 
be acceptable, although there may be errors of spelling and punctuation. 
 
Level 3  Breadth or Depth (6 - 8 marks) 
 
Six marks are available for answers that offer a clear reference to 
different internet uses but these will be limited.  There will be evidence of 
breadth or depth of knowledge and understanding. 
 
The information offered will display accuracy and sociological language 
will be used. At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific 
description of a wide variety of internet uses but these will be technical 
rather than sociological in tone. There may be unevenness so that one 
media organisation is mentioned in detail, but the other is not. The quality 
of written communication will be clear, with few errors of spelling, 
grammar and punctuation. 
 
Level 4  Breadth and Depth (9 -10 marks) 
 
Nine marks are available for detailed answers that offer a specific and 
accurate knowledge and understanding of internet use and which are 
sociological in tone.  The information offered will display accuracy and 
sociological language will be used.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, understanding may be displayed 
through contrasting and comparative descriptions or case studies of 
media organisations, although this is not specified in the question and 
should not be used as a differentiator. Examples are sought. Specific 
mention of any media representation is an acceptable response but at 
this level, there will be a balanced response, perhaps with reference to 
theory or research or with a clear understanding of social elements of 
internet use.   Answers will demonstrate a good application of knowledge. 
The quality of written communication will be good, with few errors of 
spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
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Sticky Note

10/10Tends to description but there is a very good range of ideas and technical language is used. A range of social groups is referred to. It would have been improved by more use of linking language (because, also, thus) but it justifies full marks as it stands for the quality and range of sociology. 



Sticky Note

This could have been more explicitly linked to the media by mentioning a process such as role modelling or imitation.



Sticky Note

Explicit statement



Sticky Note

Fair point made and supporting evidence is explicit



Sticky Note

Gender is now referred to and there is mention of a relevant sociologists and a key idea.



Sticky Note

This repeats a social group but the point made is different so it is accepted here and is not viewed as repetition.







Sticky Note

This is a good point and a reason for a different is offered so it is explanatory as well as relevant. The researchers are named accurately



Sticky Note

This is a useful observation and makes a relevant point that different social groups use different media because they are targetted directly.



Sticky Note

Another reason for differences in media usage is referred to.












Sticky Note

4/20This is a little short for a final essay but it is well laid out in clear paragraphs. Technical language is used but points are more implicit than explicit.



Sticky Note

Precise detail would help. There have been a number of such Acts



Sticky Note

Implicit relationship to the question, but reference to a sociological theory accepted



Sticky Note

This is explicit and relevant. A little more development would help as it lacks depth.



Sticky Note

This is underdeveloped but there is explicit reference to what the changing attitudes are and this is credited.
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SECTION B


Answer parts (a), (b) and (c) of one of the following questions.


Question 7 Family


(c) Using sociological knowledge, discuss reasons why there are changing 
attitudes to divorce in modern Britain. [20]





















Sticky Note

4/10Descriptive rather than explanatory. Detail could not be credited because examiners were directed to look for link phrases such as 'because' or 'thus'.



Sticky Note

This is the first missed opportunity for offering a reason such as feminism, contraception or changing attitudes.



Sticky Note

This can be credited but it doesn't offer much depth of analysis or explanation



Sticky Note

This is a good point, and if it had been explained as a reason for change it could have been credited with more than being implicit.



Sticky Note

A missed opportunity to discuss women's earning power and what it has meant for families and the roles of men and women







Sticky Note

This had the potential to have been a much more highly graded answer but it is description rather than explanation and so it is not addressing the command.
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SECTION B


Answer parts (a), (b) and (c) of one of the following questions.


Question 7 Family


(b) Explain reasons why the roles of men and women in the family have changed. [10]
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(b) Explain reasons why the roles of men and women in the family have changed. [10] 
 
Look for answers that may offer a list of reasons for changes in the roles of men and 
women.  It may be that a number of suggestions are considered and answers display 
breadth or that two reasons are considered but answers display depth of understanding.  
The focus must be on families and not wider society such as work, unless it is related to 
the family.  Answers that respond in only a personal, common sense or emotional 
fashion may be credited if this can be justified sociologically but should not appear in the 
top two mark bands.  
 
Credit 
• Accurate use of sociological language, concepts and theory, if relevant. 
• Changing work patterns. 
• Medical technology. 
• Secularisation. 
• Contraception. 
• Norms, values and mores. 
• Expectations. 
• Divorce and singlehood. 
• New Man. 
• Unemployment. 
• Equal opportunities for women 
• Crisis of Masculinity. 
• References to theory, for example Parsons and the warm bath theory. 
• Applied examples that may have been studied in class. 
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7 (b) Level 1  Limited (0 - 2 marks) 
Limited answers will offer responses that display little evidence of 
knowledge or understanding of single parenthood. If some relevant 
factual material is used then up to 2 marks are available. The quality of 
written communication will be basic. 
 
There will be little or no evidence drawn from different sources. 
 
The quality of written communication will be basic. 
 
Level 2  Basic (3 - 5 marks) 
Up to five marks are available for basic answers that may address the 
question. Responses may be underdeveloped and vague. The 
information offered will be minimal and sociological language will not be 
used accurately.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific reference to 
either legal issues or grounds for single parenthood, though responses 
may focus on emotional disconnection and failure of relationships. It may 
show evidence of emotional involvement and bias. There will be some 
evidence drawn from different sources including practical applications. 
This may be interpreted. 
 
The quality of written communication will be acceptable, although there 
may be errors of spelling and punctuation. 
 
Level 3  Breadth or Depth (6 - 8 marks) 
Six marks are available for answers that offer a clear reference to specific 
reasons why societies' cultures have some form of family structure, 
though evaluation and analysis may be unbalanced. There will be 
evidence of breadth or depth of knowledge and understanding. 
 
The information offered will display accuracy and sociological language 
will be used. At the upper end of this mark band, there may be specific 
reference to questions of legality, secularisation and social change.  Not 
all of these elements of the significance of legal status may be present or 
equally detailed. 
 
The quality of written communication will be clear, with few errors of 
spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
 
Level 4  Breadth and Depth (9 - 10 marks) 
Nine marks are available for detailed answers that offer a specific and 
accurate knowledge and understanding of the function of the family.  
There may be reference to different cultures and how family forms 
develop.  The information offered will display accuracy and sociological 
language will be used.  
 
At the upper end of this mark band, understanding will be displayed 
throughout the question.  There may be reference to theory of family. 
 
Candidates may question the significance or importance of marriage. 
Answers will demonstrate a good application of knowledge with examples 
and specific factual evidence.  
The quality of written communication will be good, with few errors of 
spelling, grammar and punctuation. 
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Only the two? This is limiting the discussion.



Sticky Note

3/10This is rather general and stereotypical itself in places.



Sticky Note

This is an anecdotal point, and would have benefitted from a more precise example.



Sticky Note

This has slipped off target very quickly and the discussion is not about the media any longer.



Sticky Note

A stereotype, surely?



Sticky Note

This is not quite sociological enough. Objectification or sexualisation may be better terms.



Sticky Note

This is an assertion followed by an opinion.







Sticky Note

Lacks depth or sociological language in the discussion



Sticky Note

This expression is not acceptable. Sociology should be value free











